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LIVE AT POWELL HALL
Justin Freer, conductor

THE GODFATHER

ROTA The Godfather

There will be one 25-minute intermission.

The Godfather Live Produced by CineConcerts
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Jennifer Wootton, Production Executive
David Hoffis, Sound Engineer and Production Supervisor
Ed Kalnins, Video Playback
“THE GODFATHER” film licensed by PARAMOUNT PICTURES
Photographs by Steve Schapiro
Motion Picture, Artwork, Photos © 1972 Paramount Pictures.
All Rights Reserved.

THE GODFATHER’S MUSICAL GODFATHER:
NINO ROTA
Nino Rota (1911-1979) created some of the most
recognizable music in film history. The buoyant
bumpa-da-bumpa-da-bumpa-da street music or
clown tunes heard in Federico Fellini movies, or
the melancholy themes that run through those
same films—La Strada, La Dolce Vita, The Clowns.
The “Love Theme” to The Godfather, eventually was
made into a popular Top-10 song in the ’70s, “Speak
Softly Love.” The melody functions as so many of
Rota’s do. As one critic described them, Rota’s melodies seem drenched in memories from the first
moment we hear them. Rota defined Italian sound
in film—antic, moody, quintessentially romantic,
with dark forces brooding within the music.
Rota was born in Milan and started composing at age eight. He went on to study at conservatories in Milan and Rome, and came to the United
States at age 20 to study at the Curtis Institute in
Philadelphia. He returned to Italy, and by the
time he met Fellini he had already scored more
than 40 films. Fellini was awestruck when he met
Rota, who was waiting for a bus in Rome. The
director asked the composer what bus he was
waiting for. Rota told him, and Fellini informed
him that he was at the wrong stop. Then, the
bus arrived. Magic happened, and continued to
happen between the artists for decades.
Rota was in his 60s when he wrote the
score for The Godfather. You hear a master at
his craft: he teases out suspense; he introduces
subtle comedy; he brings devastation down
like thunder.
The American Film Institute ranks The Godfather score as No. 5 in film history. Rota went
on to collaborate with director Francis Ford
Coppola’s father, Carmine Coppola, on The
Godfather II, for which the composers received
Academy Awards.
Nino Rota died in Rome at age 67. “When
I’m creating at the piano, I tend to feel happy,”
he once said, “but—the eternal dilemma—how
can we be happy amid the unhappiness of
others? I’d do everything I could to give everyone a moment of happiness. That’s what’s at the
heart of my music.”

Nino Rota
Selected Filmography
War and Peace
La Dolce Vita
La Strada
The Clowns
Roma
Casanova
The Leopard
8 1/2
Romeo and Juliet
The Taming of the Shrew
The Godfather I, II, & III (the
third film used Rota’s music
posthumously)

JUSTIN FREER

Justin Freer conducted the
Symphony’s performances
of Gladiator in October.

American composer/conductor Justin Freer was
born and raised in Huntington Beach, California.
He has established himself as one of the West
Coast’s most exciting musical voices and has
quickly become a highly sought-after conductor and producer of film-music concerts around
the world. Freer began his formal studies on
trumpet, playing in wind ensembles, marching
bands, and community orchestras. He quickly
turned to piano and composition and composed
his first work for wind ensemble at age eleven.
Continuing trumpet performance while studying
piano and composition, Freer saw multiple wind
ensemble, choral, and big band performances of
his music while still a teenager and gave his professional conducting debut at age sixteen.
Continually composing for various different mediums, he has written music for worldrenowned trumpeters Doc Severinson and Jens
Lindemann and continues to be in demand as
a composer and conductor for everything from
orchestral literature to chamber music at some
of the most well-known concert halls, festivals,
music clinics, and conventions in the world. He
has served as composer for several independent
films and has written motion picture advertising music for some of 20th Century Fox Studios’
biggest campaigns including Avatar, The Day the
Earth Stood Still, Dragonball Evolution, and Aliens
in the Attic. As a conductor Freer has appeared
with some of the most well-known orchestras
in the world including the Chicago Symphony
Orchestra, Philadelphia Orchestra, Philharmonia
Orchestra, San Francisco Symphony, and Sydney
Symphony Orchestra. In upcoming seasons he
will guest conduct the New York Philharmonic
as well as the orchestras of Chicago, Dublin,
London, Paris, Philadelphia, San Francisco,
Sydney, Toronto, and others.
Justin Freer earned both his B.A. and M.A.
degrees in Music Composition from UCLA,
where his principal composition teachers
included Paul Chihara and Ian Krouse. In addition, he was mentored by legendary composer/
conductor Jerry Goldsmith.

LIVE AT POWELL HALL:

DISTANT WORLDS: MUSIC OF FINAL FANTASY

MAY 15-16
Arnie Roth, conductor
Includes music from all 14 games and an HD video presentation of
exclusive content from game developers SQUARE ENIX. Experience the
entertainment phenomenon that has thrilled audiences all over the globe.

LIVE AT POWELL HALL:

LOST IN SPACE: STAR WARS & MORE

MAY 31
Steven Jarvi, conductor
The St. Louis Symphony takes you on a cosmic ride to distant galaxies
performing music inspired by outer space, including a newly released
suite to John Williams’ score from the original Star Wars trilogy, as well as
selections from Star Trek and 2001: A Space Odyssey.

AUDIENCE INFORMATION
BOX OFFICE HOURS

POLICIES

Monday-Saturday, 10am-6pm;
closed Sunday. Concert Hours: Friday
morning Coffee Concerts open 9am;
all other concerts open 2 hours prior to
concert through intermission.

You may store your personal
belongings in lockers located on the
Orchestra and Grand Tier Levels at a
cost of 25 cents.

TO PURCHASE TICKETS

Cameras and recording devices are
distracting for the performers and
audience members. Audio and video
recording and photography are strictly
prohibited during the concert. Patrons
are welcome to take photos before the
concert, during intermission, and after
the concert.

Box Office: 314-534-1700
Toll Free: 1-800-232-1880
Online: stlsymphony.org
Fax: 314-286-4111
A service charge is added to all
telephone and online orders.

SEASON TICKET EXCHANGE POLICIES
If you can’t use your season tickets,
simply exchange them for another
Wells Fargo Advisors subscription
concert up to one hour prior to your
concert date. To exchange your tickets,
please call the Box Office at 314-5341700 and be sure to have your tickets
with you when calling.

GROUP AND DISCOUNT TICKETS
314-286-4155 or 1-800-232-1880
Any group of 20 is eligible for
a discount on tickets for select
Orchestral, Holiday, or Live at Powell
Hall concerts. Call for pricing.
Special discount ticket programs are
available for students, seniors, and
police and public-safety employees.
Visit stlsymphony.org for more
information.

FM radio headsets are available at
Customer Service.

Please turn off all watch alarms, cell
phones, pagers, and other electronic
devices before the start of the concert.
All those arriving after the start of the
concert will be seated at the discretion
of the House Manager.
Age for admission to STL Symphony
and Live at Powell Hall concerts
varies, however, for most events the
required age is five or older. All patrons,
regardless of age, must have their own
tickets and be seated for all concerts.
All children must be seated with an
adult. Admission to concerts is at the
discretion of the House Manager.
Outside food and drink are not
permitted in Powell Hall. No food or
drink is allowed inside the auditorium,
except for select concerts.

Powell Hall is not responsible for
the loss or theft of personal property.
To inquire about lost items, call
314-286-4166.
POWELL HALL RENTALS
Select elegant Powell Hall for your next
special occasion. Visit: stlsymphony.org.
Click “About Us,” then “Hall Rental” for
more information.
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Please make note of the EXIT signs in the auditorium. In the case of an emergency,
proceed to the nearest EXIT near you.

