Education Concert Series 2017/2018
Athletes of the Orchestra
Teacher’s Guide
In partnership with the

MAKE YOUR
STUDENTS THE STARS!

CONCERT AT A GLANCE

page 14

SMITH

MAKE YOUR
STUDENTS THE STARS!
page 13

The Star-Spangled Banner

SHOSTAKOVICH
SMITH
RAVEL
SHOSTAKOVICH

Overture,Banner
op.96
TheFestive
Star-Spangled
from Overture,
Le Tombeau
de Couperin, Rigaudon
Festive
op.96

J. STRAUSS, JR.
RAVEL
STEVEN REINEKE
J. STRAUSS,
JR.

Thunder
and Lightning
Polka,Rigaudon
op. 324
from
Le Tombeau
de Couperin,
Casey and
at the
Bat
Thunder
Lightning
Polka, op. 324

BRITTEN
STEVEN
REINEKE
GABRIELI
BRITTEN

fromatSimple
Casey
the BatSymphony, op. 4, Frolicsome Finale
Canzon
perSymphony,
sonar septimi
toni
a 8, No. 2Finale
from
Simple
op. 4,
Frolicsome

HANDY
GABRIELI
JOHN WILLIAMS
HANDY

St. Louis
Canzon
perBlues
sonarMarch
septimi toni a 8, No. 2
Olympic Fanfare and Theme
St. Louis Blues March

JOHN WILLIAMS

Olympic Fanfare and Theme

David Robertson, SLSO Music Director
Gemma New, Resident Conductor
1
slso.org/education

TABLE OF CONTENTS
Letter from the Education Team……………………..…………………………………................................................ 3
Conductor’s Corner…………………………….……………………………………..……………..………………………..…………… 4
Contact Information…………………………..………………………………………………………………………………….………… 5
Subsidized Tickets & Transportation…………………………………………………………………………………….…………. 5
Day of Procedures………………………………………………………….……………………………………………..……….……….. 5
How to Use this Guide…………………………………….………………………………………………………………………………. 5
Athletes of the Orchestra Overview.………….………………………………………………………….……….……………….. 6
Online Resources…………………………………..………………………………………………………………………………………… 7
Cross-Curricular Teaching Opportunities……………………………….…………………………………………………………. 8
Introduction to the Orchestra…..…………………….…………………………….………………………….…………………….. 9
Festive Overture………………….….…………………………………........................................................................ 11
Take Me Out to the Ball Game…………………….………..…………………..……………………………………….…….…….. 13
Olympic Fanfare and Theme…….……………………………………………………………………………………………….……. 17
The Star-Spangled Banner (Lyrics)………….………..…..………………………………………………………………………... 20
Spotlight on the Composers ….……………………………………..………………………………………………………………… 21
For Parents: SLSO Family Concerts………………………………………………………………………………………….……….. 23

2
slso.org/education

LETTER FROM THE EDUCATION TEAM
Dear Educators:
Powell Hall, built in 1925, began as the St. Louis Theater. In the late 1960’s, the St. Louis Symphony
Orchestra renovated the theater and in 1968 reopened it as Powell Hall. This season marks the
orchestra’s 50th anniversary in this grand concert hall, and we are excited to welcome you and your
students to Powell Hall to help us celebrate. Let’s get the party started as we kick off our season with a
fun and educational partnership with the St. Louis Blues!
If you have not yet visited slso.org/education-planning-your-visit, please do so. This web page is full of
information to help you plan a successful trip to Powell Hall. Included are information packets for the
bus company, instructions for chaperones, and additional resources for the classroom. Make sure to
check out the Powell Hall I Spy Game to learn more about the SLSO’s historic home.
The SLSO recognizes that Music Educators are creating and shaping the future of orchestral music. We
are here to work alongside you to make that future even brighter. We are here to support you in your
efforts to inspire your students and your school community through exposure and participation in one
of the greatest cultural creations, orchestral music. Thank you for taking advantage of the SLSO’s
education programs and resources.
We are thrilled to serve the music education community for the 2017/18 season, and we look forward
to celebrating 50 years at Powell Hall with you and your students!

Jessica Ingraham

Laura Reinert

Monica Orban

Emily Spaugh

Director of Education

Education Programs
Coordinator

Education Programs
Associate

Education Programs
Intern
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CONDUCTOR’S CORNER

On behalf of all of us at the St. Louis Symphony Orchestra, I
would like to warmly welcome you to our exciting new
season of education concerts. Through attending these
programs, we hope your students will become more deeply
inspired to explore the benefits of music in their own lives.
With our Athletes of the Orchestra program this Fall, the
SLSO draws interesting parallels between the field and the
concert hall. Both a sports game and a musical performance
draw enthralled crowds and demand great amounts of
power, finesse, and teamwork. At Powell Hall, your students
will discover the personalities and strengths of the ‘Athletes
of the Orchestra' as the musicians - Strings, Woodwinds,
Brass, and Percussion - play for the ultimate prize, cheered
on by their fans in the audience! This will be a fun, actionpacked program for your students to relate more closely to the players, their instruments, and their
music making.
Thank you for your dedication to music education and for collaborating with us at the SLSO. Together we
can accomplish the SLSO’s mission of enriching people’s lives through the power of music. All of us at
the SLSO look forward to leading you through creative and engaging musical adventures this season!
Gemma New
St. Louis Symphony Orchestra Resident Conductor
Music Director of the St. Louis Symphony Youth Orchestra
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CONTACT INFORMATION
The SLSO Education Team is always available to answer questions or provide additional suggestions for
learning activities.
Jessica Ingraham
Director of Education
(314) 286-4407
jessicai@slso.org

Laura Reinert
Education Programs Manager
(314) 286-4488
laurar@slso.org

Monica Orban
Education Programs
Associate
monicao@slso.org

For questions about education concert ticketing or invoices, please contact the SLSO Box Office at 314534-1700.

SUBSIDIZED TICKETS & TRANSPORTATION
Limited financial assistance is available to offset the cost of education concert tickets and buses for
underserved schools*. Financial assistance is awarded on a first come, first serve basis. The financial
assistance request is located within the online ticket order form.
*Underserved is defined as having a student population of 50% or more on free and reduced lunch.

DAY OF PROCEDURES
Field trip packets are available for download. Visit slso.org/education-planning-your-visit or click the
links below. To ensure a successful trip for everyone, it’s important all bus drivers follow the bus
unloading and loading procedures. Please make sure to communicate clearly the expectations laid out in
the Transportation Packet with your bus drivers.
Teacher Packet
Chaperone Packet
Transportation Packet

Bus Sign
Information for the Bus Company & Driver

HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE
The following suggested learning activities for Athletes of the Orchestra are purposely designed as broad
suggestions. This allows you to adapt them for your students. We hope one of our ideas will work in
your classroom or awaken your creativity to create your own learning activities. Please feel free to take
what is appropriate for your students, modify as needed or create your own!
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ATHLETES OF THE ORCHESTRA OVERVIEW
Athletes of the Orchestra is presented in partnership with the St. Louis
Blues. The concert begins with the audience singing The Star-Spangled
Banner (lyrics on page 20). Students are then introduced to the four families
of instruments as they help Louie the Bear through an interactive guessing
game. During the seventh inning stretch we will all sing “Take Me Out to the
Ball Game” (visit page 14 to find out how to feature your students on the big
screen). As the concert concludes, we discover how the musicians in the
orchestra work together, just like athletes on a team such as our favorite St. Louis Blues.

Concert Objectives
Students will
• Draw similarities between athletes and musicians
• Understand and explain the importance of teamwork as it relates to the orchestra
• Identify the four instrument families that make up the orchestra

Essential Questions
•
•

How and why do musicians have to work together in an orchestra?
Where do we find teamwork in the orchestra and in music?

Concert Vocabulary
Orchestra
Musician
Conductor

String Family
Woodwind Family
Brass Family

Percussion Family
Teamwork

Concert Repertoire
Composer
SMITH
SHOSTAKOVICH
RAVEL
J. STRAUSS, JR.
STEVEN REINEKE
BRITTEN
GABRIELI
HANDY
JOHN WILLIAMS

Piece/Excerpt
The Star-Spangled Banner
Festive Overture, op.96
from Le Tombeau de Couperin, Rigaudon
Thunder and Lightning Polka, op. 324
Casey at the Bat
from Simple Symphony, op. 4, Frolicsome Finale
Canzon per sonar septimi toni a 8, No. 2
St. Louis Blues March
Olympic Fanfare and Theme
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YouTube Link
tinyurl.com/ya6srg44
tinyurl.com/y8h95mr7
tinyurl.com/yaqr4z55
tinyurl.com/ho7mzwr
tinyurl.com/ycvnfn4j
tinyurl.com/y9qz6z99
tinyurl.com/ycjpf5sn
tinyurl.com/ya4xj95g
tinyurl.com/y7rgmjlf

Meet Louie the Bear
A number of years ago, in a small town near the Arctic Circle, a small
polar bear was born. While all the other polar bears had white fur, this
polar bear was blue! When he was old enough, he traveled to St. Louis
to meet the St. Louis Blues. Even though they had never met a blue bear
before, the Blues’ players and coaches liked him so much that they
invited him to be a part of the team… as their mascot! The fans named
this bear Louie and cheer for him at every St. Louis Blues game. When
Louie isn’t busy cheering on his team, he likes to play the blues on his
saxophone!

HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW THE FOUR INSTRUMENT FAMILIES?
Students can test their knowledge as they help Louie the Bear
identify the four instrument families through a series of clues
during Athletes of the Orchestra.

ONLINE RESOURCES
Visit slso.org/education-planning-your-visit for information on Powell Hall, the SLSO, and the
instrument families of the orchestra.
For more ideas to use in your classroom, visit our SLSO Education Concerts 2017/18
Pinterest board at pinterest.com/stlsymphony.
Visit tinyurl.com/y975hcjq for an Athletes of the Orchestra playlist.
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CROSS-CURRICULAR TEACHING OPPORTUNITIES
In ART class
Inspire creativity through Picture the Music, a free in-school program that invites
students (grades K-6) to listen to a selection of orchestral music and then create their
own artistic interpretations through paintings or drawings. This year’s musical
selection is Olympic Fanfare and Theme by John Williams. Visit slso.org/picture for
more information.

In COMMUNICATION ARTS class
Read The Remarkable Farkle McBride by John Lithgow, and explore the
instruments and instrument families of the orchestra. Ask students to pick out
examples of onomatopoeia and alliterations as you read the book. Using one of
these literary devices have students create their own rhymes or short poems in
communication arts class and add a rhythmic accompaniment with untuned percussion in music class.

In SOCIAL STUDIES class
Read The Bat Boy & His Violin by Gavin Curtis. The relationship between the
father and son (learning to respect and accept each other’s differences) is a
strong character model for students to use to make connections about how we
treat each other in our larger society and to begin exploring the history of racial
segregation. Explore the musical traditions surrounding baseball and tie them into the Take Me Out to
the Ball Game learning activities on page 13. Also, don’t miss the great musical vocabulary words
throughout the book.

In PHYSICAL EDUCATION class
Explore teamwork across disciplines. Have students reflect upon their experiences working in a team
during PE and compare and contrast those experiences to similar ones in music class.
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INTRODUCTION TO THE ORCHESTRA
Objectives
Students will
• Understand and explain the importance of teamwork as it relates to the orchestra
• Identify the four instrument families that make up the orchestra
• Define the words musician, orchestra, and conductor

Essential Questions
•

How and why do musicians have to work together in an orchestra?

Materials
•

•
•

Optional Introduction to the Orchestra Visuals (PowerPoint) – These visuals are from a different
lesson, but most slides can be used in this lesson too. Slides include pictures of the SLSO and
Powell Hall, the instruments of the orchestra, and the orchestra seating chart
(slso.org/education-planning-your-visit)
Optional colored floor dots
Optional non-pitched percussion instruments

Required Recordings
Composer
RAVEL
J. STRAUSS, JR.
BRITTEN
GABRIELI

Piece/Excerpt
from Le Tombeau de Couperin, Rigaudon
Thunder and Lightning Polka
from Simple Symphony, Frolicsome Finale
Canzon per sonar septimi toni a 8, No. 2

Instrument Family
Woodwinds
Percussion
Strings
Brass

YouTube Link
tinyurl.com/yaqr4z55
tinyurl.com/ho7mzwr
tinyurl.com/y9qz6z99
tinyurl.com/ycjpf5sn

Vocabulary
Musician
Orchestra
Conductor

String Family
Woodwind Family
Brass Family

Learning Activity No. 1 – Families of the Orchestra
•

If you have colored floor dots (blue=strings,
red=percussion, green=woodwinds, and yellow=brass)
arrange them on the floor like an orchestra seating
chart. Assign each student a colored dot to sit on.
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Percussion Family
Teamwork
Ostinato

•
•
•
•

Introduce the orchestra and the families of instruments in the orchestra, focusing on how each
instrument family produces sound (Introduction to the Orchestra Visuals, slides 3-15).
If using the colored floor dots, as you introduce each instrument family have the students guess
what family of instruments they are seated in. This will become their group in the next learning
activity.
Listen to a selection from the concert repertoire highlighting each family and allow the students
to describe what they hear. YouTube links are provided on page 9.
After introducing the four instrument families, tell students all four instrument families must
work together to create music, just like the players on a hockey or baseball team work together
to win games. It’s called Teamwork (Introduction to the Orchestra Visuals, slide 16).

Learning Activity No. 2 – Teamwork
•
•
•

•
•

Slide 24 of the Introduction to the Orchestra Visuals has a short excerpt from the karaoke track, I
Can, by NAS and four written out ostinati, one for each family. The melody to I Can is
Beethoven’s Für Elise.
Explain to the students they are all going to work together like the musicians in an orchestra.
Each family of instruments will have their own part to perform.
Teach the rhythmic ostinati on slide 24 of the Introduction to the Orchestra Visuals or create
your own. In the visuals, each ostinati is color coded so students sitting on a red floor dot are in
the percussion family and therefore will perform the percussion ostinato, highlighted in red. Or,
have students work in their instrument families to create their own four beat ostinato. If time
permits, add different body percussion or non-pitched percussion to the ositanti.
Start playing I Can and begin to layer in each group starting with percussion, then strings, then
woodwinds, followed by brass, until everyone is working together to perform their part.
Next, introduce the conductor (or coach) and discuss what the conductor’s role is on the
orchestra team. Demonstrate a two or four-beat pattern and invite students to conduct with
you. Select students to come up and assist you in conducting the orchestra while the other
students perform the ostinati.

Evaluation
•

Create an exit slip where students must identity the four families of instruments or one fact
about each instrument family.

DID YOU KNOW?
During the concert, the musicians of the SLSO will be wearing colored polo shirts so
the students can easily identify the instrument families. The strings wear blue, the
woodwinds wear green, the percussion wear red, and the brass wear yellow.
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FESTIVE OVERTURE
Objectives
Students will
• Identify the four instrument families that make up an orchestra
• Understand and explain the importance of teamwork as it relates to the orchestra

Essential Questions
•
•

How does it make you feel when you hear the brass family play alone in this piece? The strings?
Woodwinds? (Percussion does not play alone. Why might this be?) How do you feel when all
four families play together at the same time?
Sports teams have several different positions. For example, in hockey, you have the goalie,
defensemen, center, and right and left wings. Why is it important for each position to work
together? Likewise, why is it important for each instrument family to work together in an
orchestra?

Required Recording
Composer
SHOSTAKOVICH

Piece/Excerpt
Festive Overture

YouTube Link
tinyurl.com/y8h95mr7

Vocabulary
String Family
Woodwind Family
Brass Family

Percussion Family
Teamwork

Learning Activity No. 1 – Instrument Family Identification
•
•

•

Listen to Festive Overture. Ask students to move around the room to the music in a way that is
appropriate. Afterwards, reflect as a group upon the student’s movements and interaction with
the music.
Ask students to reflect on the following questions: How does it make you feel when you hear
the brass family play alone in this piece? The strings? Woodwinds? Percussion does not play
alone. Why might this be? How do you feel when all four families play together at the same
time? Did you notice your movements change?
Divide students into four groups representing the four instrument families. Review the
instruments families as needed. See Introduction to the Orchestra, page 9, for musical examples
of each instrument family.
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•

•

•

Assign a unique movement or allow each group to create their own movement. For more
advanced students, assign the following:
o Strings: pat the fast, half note beat (two pats per measure) when they hear the string
section play
o Woodwinds: clap or snap the slow, whole note beat (one clap per measure) when they
hear the woodwind section play
o Brass: march to the beat when they hear the brass section play
o Percussion: jump up when they hear the cymbals crash and remain standing if they hear
the timpani roll
There will be sections of the piece where only one group of students is performing a movement
and other sections where two, three, or all four groups are performing a movement. This is an
opportunity for students to understand the importance of each instrument family and the
importance of teamwork as they play together.
If time allows, go back to the free movement activity and do it a second time. Now having
explored the orchestration of the piece (which families play when), did their movements change
at all?

Evaluation
•
•

Ask students to share about their instrument family’s part in the piece. What did they find
unique about their instrument family?
Sports teams have several different positions. For example, in hockey, you have the goalie,
defensemen, center, and right and left wings. Why is it important for each position to work
together? Likewise, why is it important for each instrument family to work together in an
orchestra?

DID YOU KNOW?

In 1964 Shostakovich was asked to write a new work in three days to celebrate the October
Revolution. Shostakovich accepted the challenge and composed Festive Overture just in time for the
celebration. He composed so quickly and easily that he could talk and make jokes at the same time.
Can you imagine Shostakovich laughing and joking as he composed? Can you hear his good humor
driving this energetic and festive work?
Pretend there is a last-minute celebration and ask students to compose a short four or eight bar
fanfare in under five minutes.
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TAKE ME OUT TO THE BALL GAME
Objectives
Students will
• Draw similarities between athletes and musicians
• Understand and explain the importance of teamwork as it relates to the orchestra
• Sing and/or play Take Me Out to the Ball Game in a specific key and tempo, keeping a steady
beat

Essential Questions
•
•

Why is it important for people to work together as a team?
Most sports teams have a coach and a team captain, what might be the equivalent of a coach
and team captain in an orchestra? (Conductor = Coach, Concert Master or Section Leader =
team captain)

Materials
•
•
•

Copies of the Venn Diagram on page 15
Copies of the Take Me Out to the Ball Game phrase cards downloadable at slso.org/educationplanning-your-visit
Lyrics to Take Me Out to the Ball Game on page 16

Required Recording
Composer

Piece/Excerpt

YouTube Link

STEVEN REINEKE

Casey at the Bat

tinyurl.com/ycvnfn4j

Vocabulary
•
•
•

Teamwork
Musical phrase
Ostinato

Learning Activity No. 1 – Teamwork
•
•

Complete the Venn Diagram on page 15 as a class, sighting similarities and differences between
athletes and musicians.
One of those similarities should be teamwork. Have the following discussion:
o Why is it important to work together?
o How do athletes work together?
o How do musicians work together?
o Are there some similarities in how they work together? (Ex: listening to other
teammates, following the directions of the coach/conductor, practicing together)
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Learning Activity No. 2 – Phrase Game
•
•

•

•
•
•

Ask the students to listen for a familiar tune as they listen to Steven Reineke’s arrangement of
Casey at the Bat. The familiar tune will be Take Me Out to the Ball Game.
Sing Take Me Out to the Ball Game together as a class (page 16), and then ask the students to
define a musical phrase.
o Phrase – a series of notes that sound complete even when played apart from the main
song. Like a sentence in a paragraph, a musical phrase is a complete idea that links to
other phrases to create a song
Split the students into “teams” of four or five. Assign each team a name or a color. Give each
team a copy of the mixed-up phrase cards. Ask students to work together as a team to put the
phrases in order. Once they think they have the phrases in the correct order they must practice
the song to perform for the class.
For the performance, ask students to add a three or six beat rhythmic ostinato using body
percussion to accompany their song. Explain and demonstrate an ostinato pattern, if needed.
Allow each team to perform for the class. After everyone has performed, allow students to vote
on the version they liked best. The team that has the selected performance wins!
If you want to continue working with Take Me Out to the Ball Game, perform the song on
boomwhackers, recorders or pitched percussion instruments in groups or “teams” following the
cues of a conductor. Music on page 16 (note that the G# in measure 9 can be substituted for
another A).

FEATURE YOUR
STUDENTS ON
THE BIG SCREEN
AT POWELL
HALL!

Send us a video of your students singing and/or playing Take
Me Out to the Ball Game! Take Me Out to the Ball Game
must be performed in the key of C with a tempo of quarter
note = 132. All videos must be sent to laurar@slso.org by
Friday, October 6, 2017.

Videos will be shown pre-concert and might be shown during the concert too.
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TAKE ME OUT TO THE BALL GAME
What are the similarities and differences between athletes and musicians?
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TAKE ME OUT TO THE BALL GAME
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OLYMPIC FANFARE AND THEME
Objectives
Students will
• Draw similarities between athletes and musicians
• Understand and explain the importance of teamwork as it relates to the orchestra
• Demonstrate, through movement, how musical themes can work together in a piece of music

Essential Questions
•
•

What does it take to become an Olympic athlete or professional musician?
Where do we find teamwork in the orchestra and in music?

Materials
•

Listening Map on page 19

Required Recording
Composer
JOHN WILLIAMS

Piece/Excerpt
Olympic Fanfare and Theme

YouTube Link
tinyurl.com/y7rgmjlf

Vocabulary
Orchestra
Musician
Teamwork

Fanfare
Theme

Learning Activity No. 1 – Listening
•
•

•

Introduce students to the Olympics. Discuss what makes a professional athlete or musician
great, as opposed to an amateur.
Listen to John Williams’ Olympic Fanfare and Theme while following along on the listening map.
After listening, ask students to describe how the music made them feel in each section. Then ask
them to explore ways in which the music captures the excitement of the Olympics, guiding them
toward a discovery of how the orchestration of the four instrument families contributes to the
excitement and thrill of the composition. John Williams described his composition as, “The spirit
of cooperation, of heroic achievement, all the striving and preparation that go before the events
and all the applause that comes after them.”
For further discussion, explore the vocabulary words fanfare and theme as they relate to the
title of the work. Theme can take many shapes, go even further by picking out the melodic
themes in the composition.
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Learning Activity No. 2 – Movement
•

•

Ask students, in small groups, to choose a favorite winter Olympic sport, like HOCKEY, and act
out an exciting highlight from that sport, like an instant replay. Allow students time to
experiment with acting out the highlight in real time and in slow motion, or sudden and
sustained movement.
Next, divide the smaller groups into two larger groups. Put on John Williams Olympic Fanfare
and Theme, following the form outlined on the listening map, have all students march during
the A section, perform their slow-motion sport instant replay during the sustained B section and
then have group one march to the music during the C section while group two continues to act
out their slow-motion sports instant replay. At the end, discuss what the students experienced,
the coming together/cooperation of the different musical ideas or themes.

DID YOU KNOW?
The theme song for the St. Louis Blues is Oh When the Blues (Saints) Go Marching In. The Olympic
Fanfare and Theme is the theme song for the Olympics. What is a theme song? What other theme
songs do you know?
18
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OLYMPIC FANFARE AND THEME
Listening Map
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THE STAR-SPANGLED BANNER (LYRICS)

The Star-Spangled Banner
Oh, say, can you see, by the dawn's early light,
What so proudly we hailed at the twilight's last gleaming?
Whose broad stripes and bright stars, thro' the perilous fight,
O'er the ramparts we watched, were so gallantly streaming.
And the rockets' red glare, the bombs bursting in air,
Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there.
Oh, say, does that star-spangled banner yet wave
O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave?

DID YOU KNOW?
The concert will begin like a sporting event with the playing of our
national anthem. Students should be prepared to sing along with
the SLSO.
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SPOTLIGHT ON THE COMPOSERS
Benjamin Britten (1913-1976): Benjamin Britten, born in England, is best known
for his operas and vocal music. The most famous English composer to live before
him was Henry Purcell, who was born in 1659. That means England did not have
a well-known composer for more than 250 years! Britten enjoyed writing music
for children and young performers. You may have heard some of his pieces in
school, such as A Young Person’s Guide to the Orchestra, Let’s Make an Opera,
or Noah’s Flood.
Giovanni Gabrieli (1556-1612): Giovanni Gabrieli was born in Italy and had four
siblings. When he was a young boy he studied music with his uncle, who was
also a composer. When he got a little older, he studied composition and organ
in Germany. When he was finished studying, he moved back to Italy and started
working for the Roman Catholic church. Most of Gabrieli’s music was written
for church choir and small orchestra.
William Christopher Handy (1873-1958): W.C. Handy is an American composer
and musician. His nickname is the “Father of the Blues.” Growing up, Handy
worked as a shoemaker and a carpenter, but eventually decided to become a fulltime musician. He traveled to many cities, including Memphis, St. Louis, and
Chicago to perform and learn about different styles of blues music. He played the
organ and trumpet. He could sing, too! Handy taught music, directed ensembles,
and wrote new music of his own. He even wrote a piece called St. Louis Blues.
John Stafford Smith (1750-1836): John Stafford Smith was a British composer
and church organist. He is credited for writing the melody which American born
lawyer Francis Scott Key would eventually set to the text of his poem, “Defense
of Fort M’Henry”. Key’s lyrics and Smith’s tune is what we now call The StarSpangled Banner, the national anthem of the United States of America.
Maurice Ravel (1875-1937): Maurice Ravel is one of the most famous
French composers to have ever lived. He was only seven years old when he
started playing the piano and 14 when he was accepted into a very
important music school called the Paris Conservatoire. Ravel liked writing
music more than playing the piano. Ravel was a perfectionist, so he didn’t
write music very quickly, but what he wrote was beautiful. We can learn an
important lesson from this. It’s not always about being the fastest, it’s
about doing our very best!
21
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Steven Reineke (1970): Steven Reineke is an American composer and
conductor born in Cincinnati, Ohio. He started playing trumpet at a young
age and later taught himself how to play the piano. When he went to
college, he studied both trumpet and composition. He is currently the
director of the New York Pops Orchestra. A pops orchestra plays music of
all kinds, showing the importance of every style of music around the globe.

Dimitri Shostakovich (1906-1975): Dimitri Shostakovich was born in Russia
and began playing the piano at the age of nine. He is most well-known for
writing 15 symphonies, which are large pieces for orchestra. He also wrote
a lot of music for small groups, also known as chamber music. Many
performers in string quartets enjoy playing music by Shostakovich. Festive
Overture was written to celebrate the 37th anniversary of a special event in
Russian history called the October Revolution. Shostakovich wrote this
piece in only three days!

Johann Strauss, Jr. (1825-1899): Johann Strauss, Jr. was born in Vienna,
Austria and enjoyed composing light, fun music. He composed over 500
waltzes, polkas, and other types of music for people to dance to. As a
matter of fact, he was known as the “Waltz King.” Strauss’s Thunder and
Lightning Polka in the original German is called Und Donner Und Blitz. Fun
fact: two of Santa’s reindeer are also named Donner and Blitzen, meaning
their names are Thunder and Lightning in English!

John Williams (b. 1932): John Williams is an American composer who was
born in New York. While Williams also plays the piano and conducts, he is
best known for composing music for movies. These compositions are called
film scores. Among his many works, Williams wrote the film scores for Star
Wars, Jaws, and the first three Harry Potter movies. John Williams has won
many awards and is one of the most recognized film composers of all time.
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FOR PARENTS: SLSO FAMILY CONCERTS
Designed to engage and entertain children ages 5-12, Family Concerts are a fun place for families to
learn together, listen together and join in the music together. Be sure to visit the INSTRUMENT
PLAYGROUND in the Wightman Grand Foyer prior to each concert, where children can learn about and
play the different orchestral instruments.
Tickets start at just $12! Visit slso.org/family or call 314-534-1700 for more information.
January 28
Rapped & Remixed
Gemma New, conductor
The 442s & Remix Project Ensemble, guest artists
The SLSO, The 442s and Remix Project Ensemble present a surprise musical
experience for the entire family. Enjoy classic melodies from Prokofiev’s Romeo &
Juliet complete with a modern-day twist and contemporary narration. Experience
Prokofiev’s music like never before.

March 18
Pinocchio’s Adventures in Funland
Gemma New, conductor
Travel to funland with the SLSO as they bring to life the enchanting tale of Carlo
Collodi’s most beloved marionette, all while entertaining, educating, and
introducing your family to the riches of concert music. This concert will also
feature excerpts from other childhood favorites including Carnival of the Animals!

April 22
A World of Make-Believe
Gemma New, conductor
Music sparks the imagination! It transports us to faraway lands and leads us on
thrilling adventures. Discover how music and imagination work hand in hand as
your SLSO takes you on a journey through make-believe. Hear family favorites by
the legendary John Williams, including Superman March, E.T. Flying Theme and
much more!
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