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How it Works 

Guided by you, students listen to this year’s 
musical selection and respond to its impact 
and structure through drawings, paintings, or 
colorings. You can find several ways to integrate 
this project with your school’s curriculum. 

This year’s music selection is “Juba Dance,” the 
third movement of Florence Price’s Symphony 
No. 1 in E minor. Information about this selection 
is provided at the end of this document.     

Choose and submit up to seven (7) students’ 
artwork per school, preferably one from each 
grade, K-6. Each homeschool network may 
enter one (1) piece of art per student, up to 
seven (7) students. 

Artwork Requirements 

Each artwork entry must fulfill these 
requirements: 

•  Artwork can be created on any size paper. 

•  There are no mounting requirements for 
artwork this year. 

•  Acceptable media include crayon, oil 
pastels, pen, ink, paints, batik, or mixed 
media collage. If using collage, use only 
firmly glued, flat materials.

•  When uploading artwork photos, ensure 
the photo is rotated to the correct upright 
position and saved before using the upload 
tool in the submission platform.

•  Students’ names must NOT appear in 
the artwork photos. You may include the 
student’s name in the file name of the 
artwork photo uploaded for clarity.  

Please consider the following when  
creating artwork:

•  Do not use soft pastels or powdered chalk 
because they may smear and ruin the 
artwork.

•  Consider that the artwork will be viewed 
from a distance as you choose your media.

• Do not mat your artwork.

A special invitation for teachers and student artists
Showcase your students’ creativity and learning with Picture the Music, now in its 31st year  
of inspiring artwork from public, private, parochial, and homeschools in Missouri and Illinois.  
This FREE cross-curricular art competition invites students in grades K-6 to discover an orchestral 
work and respond with paintings or drawings that express creative thought and emotion inspired 
by the music. A panel of distinguished judges will review entries to select the top 100 finalists and 
various category winners. 

  
How to Prepare Entries

NEW! Visit slso.org/picture to access the 
online entry platform. 

•  Complete one Submission Form for each 
school. If you are entering artwork from 
more than one school, please complete a 
Submission Form for each school.  

•  All school and teacher information, student 
details, and artwork photos from each 
individual school should be included within 
the same Submission Form. 

•  Check the “Tips for Uploading Artwork 
Photos” document located at slso.org/picture 
for suggestions on taking and uploading 
high-quality artwork photos.

•  Please double check the spelling of students’ 
names and artwork titles before hitting 
submit. Names will be reproduced exactly 
as submitted. 

•  If you are unable to access the 
online platform, please contact 
svapicturethemusic@slso.org. 

How to Submit Entries

Due to COVID-19 precautions, the SLSO has 
decided NOT to accept physical artwork this 
year. Online submission procedures and details 
for artwork photographs are available online 
at slso.org/picture. 

All entries must be submitted by 
Wednesday, January 20, 2021. 

Questions? Email svapicturethemusic@slso.org. 

 
Judging

•  A panel of judges–experts in art, music, 
and education–will judge the artwork on 
originality, creativity, and interpretation of 
the specific musical selection.  

•  Artwork must meet all requirements to be 
entered into the competition.  

•  Judges select 100 finalists who will be 
honored virtually.
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Awards

Maestro Award (2 winners): Awarded to 
one student artist from grades K-3 and one 
student artist from grades 4-6 whose works 
were identified as best capturing the essence 
of the music and spirit of Picture the Music. 
These two works become the official symbols 
of Picture the Music and are displayed in 
Powell Hall for one year before being returned 
to the students.  

St. Louis Symphony Orchestra Award  
(7 winners): Awarded to one student artist 
from each grade whose works were identified 
as best capturing the essence of the music. 

Blue Ribbon Award (25 winners): Awarded to 
25 student artists for works of excellence. 

Special Recognition Honorees (66 winners): 
Awarded to student artists for outstanding work. 

Each finalist receives a certificate and has 
their artwork displayed in the Virtual Exhibit.  

Every student whose artwork is submitted  
to Picture the Music will receive a Certificate 
of Merit. 

 
Dates to Remember

•  Artwork submission deadline: January 20  

 
Where to Find the Music

1.  YouTube: 
Fort Smith Symphony, John Jeter, conductor 

2. Spotify 

3. Your school’s music teacher  

4. Your school or local library 

 
Tips for Teachers

•  When art and music teachers work 
collaboratively, students have the best 
learning experience. 

•  Play the musical selection for the students 
on good quality sound equipment. 

•  Encourage students to share whatever 
thoughts come to their minds. What 
feelings, mental images, and memories 
does the music evoke? Encourage students 
to make their own unique interpretations. 
List their responses for the class.  

•  Use the music to spark creativity rather 
than analysis. 

•  Allow enough time for students to listen to the 
music more than once to explore the emotions 
and thoughts that form in their minds. They 
will become more familiar and comfortable 
with it through repeated listening. 

 
About the Composer & Composition

Note: Discuss the composer’s life, culture, 
and world events that happened during 
their lifetime ONLY AFTER students have 
completed their artwork in order to ensure 
the students’ work reflects their own personal 
and individual emotions and thoughts about 
the musical selection. 

Florence Price (1887-1953) was born in 
Little Rock, Arkansas. At the age of 14, Price 
graduated high school as the valedictorian of 
her class. She then attended the New England 
Conservatory of Music in Boston, where she 
earned degrees in piano and organ performance. 
After earning her degrees, Price moved back 
to the South to teach piano and compose, but 
threats of violent racism forced her family to 
move north to Chicago in 1927. In 1931, Price 
composed her Symphony in E minor, which 
the Chicago Symphony Orchestra premiered 
the following year. It was the first work by 
a composer who was a Black woman to be 
performed by a major symphony orchestra. 

The third movement, “Juba Dance,” is based 
on the Juba – or hambone dance. This dance 
was created by enslaved African people living 
on American plantations. It was influenced by 
dances some enslaved people brought with them 
from Africa. The dance could be performed 
at gatherings where instruments like drums 
were not allowed (for fear that secret messages 
would be shared). The third movement sounds 
cheerful, but Price’s decision to include it in her 
symphony was a powerful and intentional one. 

 By highlighting a slave dance, Price was  
able to share the experiences of many Black 
Americans through classical music. Not only 
did Price expand what American classical music 
could sound like, she also opened the ears of the 
mostly white, upper-class, symphony-goers 
of the time to a cultural experience from a 
shameful and painful part of American history. 

 

 

p. 2

Teacher’s 
Guide
picture the music  

2021

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_2d_2JJBcMs%20Fort%20Smith%20Symphony,%20John%20Jeter,%20conductor
https://open.spotify.com/track/52mgVNAcXTuoaP1iVQVZcy?si=RQF_qjUZTjGd3kzoue63Gg


State Standards for Visual Art and Music  

Picture the Music fulfills many components 
of the Missouri Learning Standards in music 
and visual arts, as well as the Illinois Fine Arts 
Learning Standards, including the following:  

Missouri Learning Standards 

Visual Art Grade-Level Expectations:  
VA:Cr1A, VA:Cr1B, VA:Cn10A  

Music Grade-Level Expectations:  
MU:Re7A, MU:Cn10A, MU:Cn11A 

Illinois Fine Arts Learning Standards 

Visual Arts: VA:Cr1.1.K-6,  VA:Cr2.1.K-6, 
VA:Cn10.1.K-6  

Music: MU:Re8.1.K-6, MU:Cn10.1.K-6, 
MU.Cn11.1.K-6
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