
 
 

 

PICTURE THE MUSIC 20-21 
 

Tips for Uploading Artwork Photos 
 
With the new online submission platform, it is critical to showcase student artists’ incredible artwork with images that 
are shot in good light, with neat and clean backgrounds that distort or overshadow the piece. Good artwork 
photographs offer the best first impression of your students’ art and creativity! And properly photographing your 
students’ artwork can give them a better chance at being scored favorably and making the Top 100. 
 
Displaying Artwork 
 
Instead of leaning artwork against a wall and shooting from a downward angle, find a neutral colored wall (white, black, 
gray) and hang the artwork at a height where the middle of the piece is parallel to where your camera will be. 
 
If hanging artwork is out of reach, lay the piece flat on a solid colored table, floor, or other steady surface. If using this 
method, be sure to avoid casting a shadow on the piece with your arm or camera! 
 
Good Lighting 
 
If you’re shooting indoors, do so in a room with plenty of windows and natural light. But be sure to avoid casting 
shadows on the art with your body or camera! 
 
If shooting outdoors, do so when it’s cloudy or overcast, as indirect sunlight provides the best lighting. 
 
Whether indoors or outside, DO NOT use flash and avoid direct sunlight! These can create a reflective ‘hot spots,’ and 
you don’t want to risk highlighting the wrong areas of the artwork. 
 
TIP: If you don’t have a room with lots of light and the weather outdoors isn’t cooperating, you can easily hack diffusing 
the light with a white sheet, white plastic, or white foam core. Just place the white object between the light source and 
the artwork—this helps to evenly distribute the light! 
 
Camera Settings 
 
Rest your camera or phone on a tripod, table, or other sturdy surface. This will limit movement and shakiness. 
 
Position your camera so that the frame is filled with most of the artwork, with a bit of clean, solid background around 
the edges. It is important for many judges to see the edges of the paintings to get a sense of scale. 
 
TIP: It’s better to have extra background that you can crop out later than accidentally cropping out the outer edges of 
the artwork. 
 
If using a cell phone camera, set the focus by tapping the screen over an area of the artwork that is neither very dark nor 
very light (compared to the rest of the artwork). This will help ensure whites aren’t overexposed and blacks aren’t 
underexposed. 
 
TIP: If you’re struggling to get the right lighting and focus on a very complex piece of art, prioritize minimizing glare and 
overexposure of white balances. 


