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How it Works 

Students listen, create, and share—teachers 
encourage creativity and imagination then 
choose seven (7) pieces to submit. 

Guided by you, students listen to this year’s 
musical selection, the fourth movement of 
Shostakovich’s Symphony No. 5, and respond 
to its impact and structure through drawings, 
paintings, or colorings. Teachers choose and 
submit up to seven (7) students’ artwork per 
school, preferably one from each grade K-6. 
Each homeschool network may enter one (1) 
piece of art per student up to seven (7) students. 
There are several ways to integrate this project 
into your curriculum. Information about this 
year’s musical selection is at the end of this 
document.

Artwork Requirements 

Each artwork entry must fulfill these 
requirements: 

•  Each artwork must be created on  
12” x 18” paper.

•  Acceptable media include crayon, oil pastels, 
pen, ink, paints, batik, or mixed media collage. 
If using collage, use only firmly glued, flat 
materials.

•  Student’s names should NOT appear on the 
front of the artwork. Names should ONLY 
appear as part of the online submission forms 
(names on the back of artwork are okay).

Please consider the following when  
creating artwork:

•  Mounting is not required for entry into the 
competition. If you choose to mount artwork, 
do not use white glue as it will warp the paper.

• Do not mount on foam core or cardboard.

•  Do not use soft pastels or powdered chalk 
because they may smear and ruin the 
artwork.

•  Consider that the artwork will be viewed from 
a distance as you choose your media.

• Do not mat your artwork.

A special invitation for teachers and student artists
Showcase your students’ imagination and creativity with Picture the Music, now in its 32nd year of 
celebrating artwork from public, private, parochial and homeschools throughout the region. This 
year, this FREE cross-curricular art competition invites students in grades K-6 to discover the fourth 
movement of Dmitri Shostakovich’s Symphony No. 5 and respond with paintings and drawings that 
express creative thought and emotion inspired by the music.   

How to Prepare Entries

Visit slso.org/picture to access the online entry 
submission platform beginning in late October. 

•  Complete one Entry Form for each school, 
including teacher and school information. 
If you are entering artwork from more than 
one school, please complete an Entry Form 
for each school. 

•  Complete one Submission Form for each 
student entry, including student and artwork 
information.

•  Please double check the spelling of student 
names and artwork titles before hitting 
submit. Names will be reproduced exactly as 
submitted.

•  If you are unable to access the online platform, 
please contact svapicturethemusic@slso.org. 

How to Submit Entries

This season, artwork submission and judging 
will be done virtually. Once the judges have 
identified the top 100 pieces of artwork, those 
teachers will be asked to mount the artwork of 
their finalists and mail or drop off the physical 
artwork prior to the awards ceremony and 
travelling exhibition. Details about mounting 
requirements will be shared with teachers who 
have students in the top 100 in February 2022.

Submission procedures and tips for taking 
artwork photographs will be available online 
at  slso.org/picture. Teachers with students 
in the top 100 will receive a direct email with 
instructions on physical artwork mailing and/or 
drop-off in February 2022.

All entries must be submitted online by 
Wednesday, January 19, 2022. 

Questions? Email svapicturethemusic@slso.org. 
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Judging

•  A panel of judges—experts in art, music, 
and education—will judge the artwork on 
originality, creativity, and imagination. 

•  Artwork must meet all requirements to be 
entered into the competition. 

•  Judges select 100 finalists who are invited to 
an awards ceremony at Powell Hall. 

Awards & Ceremony 

An awards ceremony honoring the 100 finalists 
will take place at 7:00pm on Wednesday, April 6, 
2022 at Powell Hall. Finalists’ parents, relatives, 
friends, teachers, principals, and district 
superintendents are encouraged to attend.  
The following awards will be presented: 

Maestro Award (2 winners): Awarded to one 
student artist from grades K-3 and one student 
artist from grades 4-6 whose works were 
identified as best capturing the essence of the 
music and spirit of Picture the Music. These two 
works become the official symbols of Picture the 
Music and are displayed in Powell Hall for one 
year before being returned to the students.  

St. Louis Symphony Orchestra Award  
(7 winners): Awarded to one student artist from 
each grade whose works were identified as best 
capturing the essence of the music. 

Blue Ribbon Award (25 winners): Awarded to  
25 student artists for works of excellence. 

Special Recognition Honorees (66 winners): 
Awarded to student artists for outstanding work. 

Each finalist receives a certificate and has 
their artwork on display in the Wightman Grand 
Foyer in Powell Hall prior to being displayed in 
the Picture the Music traveling art exhibit. The 
travelling exhibit showcases students’ artwork 
at several public locations throughout St. Louis 
following the Awards Ceremony.

Every student whose artwork is submitted to 
Picture the Music will receive a Certificate of 
Merit. Certificates for finalists will be handed out 
at the awards ceremony; certificates for all other 
entries will be emailed to teachers directly. 

Artwork Pickup 

For the top 100 finalists, physical artwork pickup 
will be arranged after the completion of the 
traveling artwork exhibition. Teachers with 
finalists will be emailed directly with information 
on physical artwork pickup in spring 2022. 

 Dates to Remember

•  Artwork submission deadline:  
January 19, 2022

• Emails to top 100 sent out: February 2022

•  Awards ceremony: 7:00pm on Wednesday, 
April 6, 2022

• Traveling Exhibition: April and May 2022

 Where to Find the Music

1.  YouTube:   
New York Philharmonic, Leonard Bernstein, 
conductor

2. Spotify

3. Your school’s music teacher 

4. Your school or local library 

Encourage your students to share the music 
with their families! Your SLSO is performing 
Dmitri Shostakovich’s Symphony No. 5 live on 
November 6 and 7 at Powell Hall. For more 
information, parents can visit the slso.org.

 Tips for Teachers

•  When art and music teachers work 
collaboratively, students have the best 
learning experience.

•  Play the musical selection for the students on 
good quality audio equipment.

•  Encourage students to share whatever 
thoughts come to their minds. What feelings, 
mental images, and memories does the music 
evoke? Encourage students to make their own 
unique interpretations. 

•  Use the music to spark student creativity, 
rather than something to be analyzed.

•  Allow enough time for students to listen to the 
music more than once to explore the emotions 
and thoughts that form in their minds. They 
will become more familiar and comfortable 
with it through repeated listening.
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About the Piece and the Composer 

Note: Discuss the composer’s life, culture, 
and world events that happened during their 
lifetime ONLY AFTER students have completed 
their artwork to ensure that the students’ work 
reflects their own personal and individual 
emotions and thoughts about the musical 
selection.

Born in Saint Petersburg, Russia on September 
25, 1906, Dmitri Shostakovich was a Russian 
composer and pianist. He studied piano and 
composition—how to write music—from a 
young age, and entered the Petrograd 
Conservatory, a college for the study of 
classical music and other arts, at age 13. His 
early musical compositions were well-received.

In the middle of his career, Shostakovich’s 
compositions began to displease the Soviet 
government, which was led by Joseph Stalin. 
Stalin wanted Soviet composers to write 
music that was joyful and optimistic, but 
Shostakovich often did the opposite. He 
expressed the fear and difficulty of living in the 
Soviet Union during Stalin’s leadership. Some 
of Shostakovich’s works were even banned for 
being too critical of the Soviet government.

Shostakovich regained approval with the 1937 
premier of his dramatic Symphony No. 5. The 
symphony, a complex musical composition 
written for a full orchestra to perform, was 
composed for the 20th anniversary of the 
1917 Russian Revolution and has many details 
that represent the dark times citizens of the 
Soviet Union were experiencing. The citizens 
of the Soviet Union picked up on these themes, 
and highly praised the piece. But because 
Shostakovich wrote the symphony’s finale to 
sound majestic and triumphant, Stalin was 
tricked into believing the symphony was a 
celebration of the Soviet government. Stalin 
praised the work and Shostakovich received 
official approval from the government even 
though his composition was actually very 
critical of Stalin’s leadership.

Shostakovich’s Fifth Symphony quotes his own 
song, Vozrozhdenije (“Revival” or “Rebirth”), 
which is also the setting of a poem about 
rebirth by Alexander Pushkin. Though both 
contain music, a song is different from a 
symphony. Songs are usually much shorter 
than symphonies, and typically include words 
to accompany, or be sung along to, the music. 

State Standards for Visual Art and Music  

Picture the Music fulfills many components 
of the Missouri Learning Standards in music 
and visual arts, as well as the Illinois Fine Arts 
Learning Standards, including the following:  

Missouri Learning Standards 

Visual Art Grade-Level Expectations:  
VA:Cr1A, VA:Cr1B, VA:Cn10A  

Music Grade-Level Expectations:  
MU:Re7A, MU:Cn10A, MU:Cn11A 

Illinois Fine Arts Learning Standards 

Visual Arts: VA:Cr1.1.K-6,  VA:Cr2.1.K-6, 
VA:Cn10.1.K-6  

Music: MU:Re8.1.K-6, MU:Cn10.1.K-6, 
MU.Cn11.1.K-6

Teacher’s 
Guide
picture the music  

2 0 2 2

p. 3


